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CLAIMS 



\ 1) The use, as an insecticide, of a 

polypeptide comprising a sequence which satisfies the 
5 following general formula (I) : 

YiCX 2 CX3CX4CX 5 CX 6 CX7 ( I ) 
isri which C represents a cysteine residue, Xi 
represents^ an amino acid or a sequence of 2 to 10 amino 
acids, X 2 represents an amino acid or a sequence of 2 to 
10 5 amino acids, X3 represents a sequence of 4 to 10 amino 
acids, X 4 represents a sequence of 3 to 10 amino acids, 
X 5 represents \ an amino acid or a sequence of 2 to 4 
amino acids, x\ represents a sequence of 7 to 15 amino 
acids, and X7 represents an amino acid or a sequence of 
15 2 to 10 amino acAds./-s 

2) TYik/ use as claimed in claim 1, 
characterized in /Vhat \Xi represents a dipeptide, X 2 
represents a tripeptide A a X 3 represents a heptapeptide, 
X 4 represents a tetVapepuide, X 5 represents an amino 

2 0 acid, X6 represents a\ nonapeptide, and X7 represents a 
pentapeptide . \ 

3) The use 
and 2, characterized in phat : 

- Xi satisfies the sequence yiy 2 in which yi and y 2 each 

2 5 represent an amino aci/d chosen from alanine, serine, 

glycine and threonine/ or ^1 represents an amino acid 
chosen from alanine, serine, \rlycine and threonine, and 
y 2 represents glutamic acid orVspartic acid; and/or 

- X 2 satisfies the sequence y3y4W> in which y 3 represents 

3 0 glutamine or asparagine, and y 4 and y 5 each represent an 

amino acid chosen from alanine, serine, glycine, 
threonine, valine, leucine, isoleucine and methionine; 
and/or \ 

- X 3 satisfies the sequence y6y7y8y9y^pynYi 2 in which y 6 
3 5 represents an amino acid chosen from\ alanine, serine, 

glycine and threonine, y 7 , yn and yA each represent 
proline, yg represents an amino acrd chosen from 
phenylalanine, tryptophan and tyrosine, \y 9 represents 
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ispartic acid or glutamic acid, and yio represents an 
amino acid chosen from valine, leucine, isoleucine and 
methionine ; and/or 

^ satisfies the sequence yi3Yi4Yi5yi6/ in which y i3 , yi 4 , 
yis ^nd yie each represent an amino acid chosen from 
alanine, serine, glycine and threonine, or y 14 
represents an amino acid chosen from alanine, serine, 
glycine and threonine, y i3 and yis each represent a basic 
amino acid, and yie represents aspartic acid or glutamic 
acid; ana/or 

- X5 represents a basic amino acid; and/or 

- X 6 satisfies the sequence yi7yi8Yi9y2oy2iY22y23y24y25 / in 
which yi7, Y\9, y 2 i and y 23 each represent an amino acid 
chosen from valine, leucine, isoleucine and methionine, 
Yis represents\ proline, y2o and y 24 each represent an 
amino acid chosen /froiry alanine, serine, glycine and 
threonine, y 22 te£resen&s an amino acid chosen from 
valine, leucine, Aisoleucine, methionine, phenylalanine, 
tryptophan and /ty^osinf , \nd y 25 represents an amino 



acid chosen If 
tyrosine; and/o^ 
- X 7 satisfies 
represents a ba 
from valine, 1 



roii 



Phenylalanine , tryptophan and 



ence y 2 <= 



amq 



:me , 



'or 



.soleucine 



7y28Y29y30 in which y 26 
an amino acid chosen 
and methionine, y 2 7 
glutamine or a basic amino 
and y 2 g and y 30 each 
from alanine, serine, 



represents asparagin 
acid, y 28 represent^ pro: 
represent an amirrC acid c 
glycine and threond 

4) The 
1 to 3 , character! 
an insecticide has 
of the isoforms of a PAlb albumii 

5) The use as cl\aimed in claim 4, 
characterized in that said polypeptide is chosen from 
the group consisting of PAlb albumAns and leginsulins. 

6) The use as claimed In any one of claims 
1 to 5 , characterized in that said polypeptide is used 



in any one of claims 
* polypeptide used as 
identity with any one 
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lor protecting cereal seeds, or products derived from 
tP^em, against insect pests. 

7) The use as claimed in any one of claims 

1 to\5, characterized in that said polypeptide is used 
for protecting plants against insects which are pests 
for cereal grains. 

[) The use as claimed in any one of claims 

1 to 7, characterized in that said polypeptide is used 
at a concentration of 10 |amol/kg to 100 mmol/kg. 

9) \ / The\ use as claimed in claim 8, 



characterized 



concentration 
10) 

1 to 9, c 
treatment of 
preparation cori^pris 

11) 
1 to 10, 



in p^at said polypeptide is used at a 
pl/kg to 10 mmol/kg. 
se as claimed in any one of claims 
^ri^e^/in that it comprises the 
product to be protected with a 
iVig said polypeptide. 
Jie/us^ as claimed in any one of claims 
characterised in that it comprises the 
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production of a transgenic plant which is transformed 
with at least one gene encoding said polypeptide, and 
which expresses the latter in at least one of its 
tissues or organs. 

12) The use as \claimed in claim 11, 

characterized in that said transgenic plant is a 
cereal . 



